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Brownrigg"  the  Second  ; 

01  THE  , 

Cruel  Stepmother, 

.    THE  FULL  P\RriCrL\'^s  op  THE 

.  Trial  and  Execution^ 

OF 

JOHN  and  ELIZABETH 

SMITH, 

At  Iptwicfi.  ^  the  Cmnttf  "^uffoik. 
For  lie  Murder  of  Mary  Ann  Smithe  agvcl  BfirHi  yms, 

damghterof  John  Smiih^  by  a  former  Wife,  hy  cruel- 
Ij  starring,  beating*  aii'l  i)thei  <*iie  inhumanly  treat- 
lug  her,  «o  thit  a  MoiTl  iScation  lo^>k  pla€o  in  her  feet 

i??M<^hiUprivcdh€rof  life.  " 
To  vrhich  is  added  the  Trial  and  EH^^ufton  of 

EDMUND  THKOWER, 

THOMAS  CARTERS^  ELiZ /iBUTH CARTER 
Ar  (>a<fir!d,  m  Suffolk, 
NINETEEN  YE  VGO, 
And  the  extraontinar^    anntr  in  i»kich  he 
was  d'f€C4€d. 


V  i.  o  M  o  o  N ; 
r&rf?(T«J>  A5fD  SOtD  BT   J.  PlTT«,  NO.     14,  0&Si.t 


TfiaL  Execution,  c&c* 

AT  the  Suffolk  Assizes,  on  .  Saturday  last, 
JOHN  SMITH,  aged  39^  aftd  ELIZA- 
BETH his  wife,  aged  27,  were  indicted  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Mary  Ann  Smith,  (laugbterof 
the  male  prisoner^  at  Cookley,  in  (h^  cbnnty  6f 
Suffolk,  by  starvation,  beating,  and  expoj^ing-  her 
three  successive  nights  ina  slr^d^  in  the  month  of 
December  last,  by  which  her  feet  become  morli* 
B»d^  &c. 

It  appeared  in  evidence  that  the  male  prfeoner, 
had  three  children  by  a  former  wife,  who  died  a- 
bout  three  years  ago,  and  ha  mrftri^d  tlie  female 
prisoner  on  the  8th  of  last  iS^ovember,  and  fremthe 
iOth  of  December,  until  the  Hth  of  February,  I8I2 
when  the  elded  of  the  threie  chiWren,  the;  subject 
©f  this  indictment  died*  The  tortures  administer- 
ed  to  them  were  too  horrible  even  forJescription^ 
Previous  to  his  mairiag'e  with  the  female  prison- 
er, the  three  children  were  admired  by  everyone 
far  their  cleanliiiess  and  ruby  cheeks,  and  the  male 
fariaoB^^r  was  marked  foir  Kis  parental  kiodfiess  and 
affection  towards  his  offspring*.  Their  health,  it 
would  be|rtrov^dvbecame  gtadu^lly  on  the  decline 
after  th^  ruarriage  of  the  prisoners,  and  they 
at  iesgth  rtdnced  to  skeletoD^a  ;  and  the 


chikl  whicli  died  Would  be  reprdsenf cd  in  evldencfi 
as  the  most  deplorable  object  ever  witnessed. 
The  case,  however^  will  be  best  detailed  by  an  ab- 
stract  of  the  evidence- 

Lucy  Smith  sister  of  the  male  piiBoner,  proved 
that  on  the  4Lh  of  Februaiy,  the  male  prisoner 
called  on  her  in  tears,  and  said  his  eldest  child  was 
dying*.  Witness  found  two  of  the  once  healthy 
children  sitting  by  tiie  fire  in  a  state  so  complete- 
ly emaciated,  that  they  appeared  indilFerent  to  a- 
ny  objects.  On  going  up  stairs  a  shocking*  object 
presented  itself  in  the  person  of  the  eldest  child, 
in  bed,  who  wasuaable  to  stir  irom  her  emaciated 
state,  and  she  was  the  picture  of  death.  The  poor 
child  called  out  Aunt,  aunt,  don  "t  leave  me, 
Witness  challenged  them  with  starving'  the  chil- 
dren, and  they  agreed  that  they  had  nqt  much 
drink.  It  also  appeared  alterwards  that  the  child's 
feet  were  in  a  state  of  mortification,  from  having 
been  exposed  three  nights  in  an  out-house,  by  the 
unnatural  father,  she  was  also  much  bruised  a* 
bout  theneck  and  body  by  beatings,  and  her  father 
confFessed  liaving  hung*  her  up  to  a  beanri  by  ike 
middle*  without  cause.  The  other  two  children 
were  in  a  shocking  emaciated  stat^«  and  the  wit 
ness  toot  them  under  her  roof. 


\ 
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Msi.  Clark  proved  completely  that  the  diiid^e 
were  all  in  a  stTit#»  of  starvation  •    *^he  often  car^ 
tied  the  ^  ca^e   nd  a  ti-lle  wi  €^  uhich  they  all 
ravrnously  <t< vmit*  '  . 

Th'ee>urgeo»»>  gave  it*  their  opinion,  that  the 
chxh)  diiMl  from  th-*  eff  cis  of  batburoas  irt*atment 
and  w  uit  of  feed. 

No  iij^ol' sUr«*of  th<^  n^ortified  f'*et  wa>  raadciiu* 
til  it  wa^  frmn^f  the  chiUl  couUI  n  it  b  •  sav  d  ;  and 
one  wit  leAH  ><tau  (l  tbaf  ihi*  f  ma  e  pri  oner  had 
said  they  conhi  live  betlprwilho'it^he  chi  dien— 
To  ent«»r  *»nto  a"inat^  d  scti  ti'»u  ofth»"  barbari* 
tiastovianN  ih-  chi-dren  ^vonU'  fi'^  a  volume^ 
They  verc^  fthe  ''ge  -^f  ^mr  seven,  a ^'  i  jiint*  years 
T.b«  male  ri  e-r  wa>u  uver^al  v  aU  we«t  to  have 
beena  ki'«d  fendrr  fehrr  a  ifi  hu  band,  nntil  his 
secoiift  'I  a  ria;>^  ^  an  l  to  6ucb  ^  xt  *nt  that  he  wc^ 
particn  arh  noted  by  »>a  iy  country  ifentlemeu, 
#om»  of  whom  <i^oke  on  this  occasion. 

The  prisoners  werefoand  Gtob«t,  and  ordeveci 
for  est-  cn'ioii  at  Ipswich  on  Monday  nost,  Ni hither 
they  W( f  imm''ctia*rlv  conveyed* 

Thr-  J!»d^e!sm»t,  yoii  h«>e  bad  a  fair  and  impar- 
tial trial  ami  huVt  ly**n  convicted  of  a  n  bar, 
barous  mnrdcrj  at  i^hicb  human  nature  revolts--^ 
t6at  of  yoarcbiWjby  a  series  of  unpara|le(J  crB« 


'  $ 

ra!fit  er  t'MhcoMl  1  wh'>fn  ^oa  \y«Tt*  h  Mind 
chc»i  't  t  '  *  CO  for  not  only  i/'flu)  vi  |j)?tur but 
ruffes  '  tiie  viid  child  Hi  be  o  fsecutp^J  by  voiiT 
^il  — -Vou,  thf  Woman  Pr  t>j8f  ?^  are  pfpaliy 
guilty*  f  r  MiJ-ttMj^ of  toiiiii  V'  '^ci  ^nat:  moiteT 
tq  the  chil  ^  yuw  wiflihp/d  fj  r  ni  ii^a  tiie  coitirnoii 
necce-i-*  tries  lo^ th  ^up  lort^f  I rfe. 

Smith  ;mkI  hb  'Vife  ha  1  no!  >pjkp  togelh^rfnT 
som^* 'i  a^^l  flurnj^  tli^  trial  they  nev  'r  t  v  a 
rl  'iico  Ri  mcb  other     The  frmn  sf^emed  nvuih 

J    I  rr  ^vas  p  isiin^  seutOTO^  vhen  h?*  wt  pt 
|ji    r        rh(f*  woman  pr»-ojiiar  on  the  conrrri 
8e»*.ut'd  iod  ffere'?t  to  ^  sther  ihe  hki   or  tbc  H^a- 
t&nc  and  m  ver  rapv  (i  a  nuisc'le 

ED^IIIN*)  alas   EDW  vi^I)  m^OWP-R^ 

was  i  i  iicteti  lor  th  mmd4»r  of  Eliz-  Cr*r(€r,  at 
Cfrifft  V  SnifcMli!,  on  Ihe  iGfh  of  (>cfnber,  lT93. 
Th  s  pri  '  .er  n^btnught  to JmUce  by  d  clm|)ter 
of  ?iccidt-/its.  fie  CO  :ft\>.s»'d  tfie  mur  I  t  ^o  one 
ilc3  .v-oon  y'T  ii  was  c&mmit  ed  ;  but  Heads  ac- 
cord ^ig*  t  «  hi  -  sti'Mne /^  lin^w  h(»  was  so  t-Diu^h 
giren  to  spra^  iij;  fzjiheV.ooi!s  ih??t  h- di^believcd 
Mffli.    Th^  muraei  js  juisi  sj^.^.udi  to  that  of  the 
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Marr,  -nnd  WiSiamsdn  fanailicsf  The  prisoner 
went  alone  and  knocked  out  (he  brains  of  Eliz. 
Carter,  as  she  vva^.faste'iiin^  b^r^rindow  shutters, 
and  then  he  werit  into  the  house  and  killed  her  fa- 
ther in  a  similar  manner,  v/hUst  the  old  man  was 
sttting  in  his  arm  chair.  Some  years  after  this. 
Heads,  wlio  had  nevei  before  heard  from  any  one, 
feiit  the  prisoner  thai  a  murder  of  that  sort  had 
been  oommiKeds  heard  a  brother  felon  in  Nor^vich 
gaollamenting  that  he  had  always  been  suspected 
of  that  mutder  iiinocently,  and  flead^  rec<?^lle€ted 
ihe  confession  the  prisoner  had  made  to  bim  seve- 
ral years  ag-o,  of  which  ho  made  depositions  be* 
fore  two  Magistrates  eleven'3?eaTs  since,  but  Throw* 
er,  the  pri&oner^  was  aeTcr  heard/ofl^.aiid«u[)pos^d 
to  be  dead.    There  is  a  common  observaifon,  that 

Murder  will  out/ and  the  manner  by  which 
the  prisoner  Was  broiight  to  justice  is  extremely 
singular.  At  the  time  of  the  national  alarm  at  the; 
liorrid  murders  of  the  Marr  and  WilUaqas on  fami- 
lies, Mr.  Archdeacon  Oldersha^,  a  magistrate, 
was  observing-  to  Mr.  Fox.  in  common  conversati- 
on, that  a  murder  resembling  those  occured  at 
Cratfield,  nineteen  yearsag©^  ajid  in  mentioning- 
his  taking'  the  depositions  of  Heads,  lie  observed 
Thipwer  was  suBpeet^d,  but  lie  ne^r  was  fecund. 

ow  J&|r.  Fox,  had  a  legacy^  to  pay  Thiower's 
:wife,  which  cou,ld  not  be  done  without  her  hus- 
band's signature,  and  through  this  incident  the 
the  prisoner  was  taken  into  "custody,  as  well  as 
Heads,  both  of  whom  had  been  transported. 

Heads,  in  his  evidence,  told  the  same  story  he 
had  done  eleven  years  ago,  of  the  prisoner's  cori- 
iession,  and  a  person  proved  having  heard  a  fertiafe 
shriek  on  the  night  of      murder,  and  saw  a  man 
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mn  from  llie  hdiise*  The  body  of  the  yonog  wd"* 
man  was  , proved  to  havebeen  found  in  the, garden 
which  corrobatedHeairs  story.  There  being  o» 
ther  strong  circumstantial  evidence,  the  prisoner 
was  found  Giuity,  an  1  ordered  for  execution  on 
Rlpnday  at  Ipswich/  af^d  afterwards  his  bodv  to 
be  dissected.  ' .  r '  ^^.^ ,  .  ■  -  v 

At/the  place  of  execiitioia  Thrpwer  persi::jtcd  ia 
his  innocence  to  the  last.  Elizal^eth  Sdiith^  cofx* 
dueled  herself  with  rauch  sulieDitess  :  she  was  a 
good  looking*  v/oraan.  The  man,  her  husband, 
appeared  much  alfected  ;  we  understand,  they 
both,  previous  to  being*  turned  off  confessed  theii; 
guilt. 

After  hanging' the  usual  time,  the  bodies  were 
cut  down,  and,  delivered  to  the  surgeons  for  dis* 
3ei3tion.  , 

\  Unhappily  fur  . the  rising  generation,  ther€  is  a 
considerable  number  of  persof^s  now  at  the'  head 
of  families,  and  in  other  situations,  whose  heaits 
and  disposit  ions  are  simiiar  to  those,  of  the  barba- 
rous man  and  woman  before  mentioned. 

May  such  take  warning  by  this  account,  and  a* 
bandon  their  cruel  Md  dangerous  -pTopeasitic^^ 
before  it  be  too  late  J  for  thoiig^i  their  minds  are 
steeled  ag^ainst  the  common  feehngs  of  humanity 
with  reg-ard  to  o/hers,  the  idea  of  self  preseryatiori 
might  now  be  c^p<^"(>led  to  restrainL  them  In  the  un« 
merciful  exercise  oi' their  anthority 

Cruel  Parents,  Guardians,  ivlasters,  Mistresses^ 
and  others,  may  be  assured  that  ahwuld  any  of  their 
miserable  victims  die  in  consequence  of  unieason.- 
abl«  severity,  tiieir  ov/n  EX-EC  UTIOIS'  and 
DISSECTION  would  certainly  follow. 

And  this  in  truth  is  no  more  than  the  neccessa- 
ry  and  deserved  puui;ihmentfoi-  .^uch  hcmious  bar^ 

barity. 
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00P3r,  of  Verses.. 

"^O^E  text'^er  people,  Attead  awhile  to  me. 

While  I  -re  ate  a  ftory.  Of  monftrouft  cmeliy, 

Txsoftwo  harcen'd  wretchev«.  At  Suf  oik  ^ii^es  tiieJ 
for  ^  barb  rous  n:urder>  At  Ipiwtch  lately  died, 

Joha  Smith  th*  unhappy  father^  Of  mcy  h'rlcft  c^xIldrer\ 
threct 

Took  a  moft  crnel  wora#n.  Their  mother-in-law  to  be, 
iuiiiwas  £o  over  rukd^  By  thia  moft  cruel  v/retch. 
As  tc  CDBfpire  together,  To  ftasrvc  them  sll  to  desthj 

And  ti6t  content  with  (Urving,  They  cwlly  did  tifst , 
Tfyila  poor  unhappy  orphan^  And  otten  iidthem  bear 
0  ihink  ye  tender  lij?Lirtcd,  How  shocking  v/as  the  figbt 
Of  tbefe  poor  starved  children,  Reduced  to  a  fright. 

'IJirn  toa  beafa  they  hanged.  The  girl, but  9  vcars  old.. 
Where  she  three  days  remaiued,  Ea^pos'd  to  frost  &  cald 
Her  tender  lii^bs  were  fro2ie4i  H«- feet  were  morticed ^ 
Asd  of  this  Gruel  tfeatment^  The  tender  infiftt  di^d. 

Mow  this  unfeeling  father.   And  this  ^ihuiriAn  bridv^i^ 
For  murder  were  convi^ed,  And  for  the  fame  they*4ted 
Their  bodies  were  differed,  A  warning  full  to  be, 
To  zllmho  are  difposed,- :  To  aSs  of  cruelty, 

F  I  N  1  S. 


